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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. As to claim 6, applicant states that "the handwritten character 
recognizing unit recognizes character information based on the coordinates input by the 
second input device for a character above a certain level which requires a candidate 
selection operation". Examiner does not understand what is meant by "a character 
above a certain level". Examiner interprets "a character above a certain level" as if the 
handwritten character recognizing unit only characters which are not English characters 
(i.e. non English letters and numbers); thereby, implying that the level that the 
handwritten character recognizing unit recognizes is the level of kana-kanji characters. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gillespie et al. (USPGPUB 2005/0024341— herein referred to as "Gillespie"). 

As to Claim 1 , Gillespie teaches an information processing apparatus 
comprising: a first input device capable of inputting character information (Fig. 1, 
Reference Number 104)] a second input device capable of inputting coordinates 
representing character information (Fig. 1, Reference Number 106, Fig. 2, Reference 
Number 200 and Fig. 14, Reference Number 1400)] an input character recognizing 
unit which recognizes the character information input by the first input device (Fig. 15B, 
Reference Numbers 1524 and 1528, also see Fig. 6A)] and a handwritten character 
recognizing unit which recognizes the character information represented by the 
coordinates input by the second input device (Fig. 14 and Pgs. 9 and 10, H's 102 and 
103). 

As to Claim 2 , Gillespie teaches a first display device which displays the 
character information input by the first input device (Fig. 1, Reference Number 102; 
note that it is inherent for notebook computers to display character information 
through use of a keyboard)] a second display device which displays a trajectory of the 
coordinates input by the second input device (Fig. 2, Reference Numbers 204 and 210 
and Fig. 14 and Pgs. 9 and 10, U's 1 02 and 103)] and a controller which displays the 
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character information which is recognized by the handwritten character recognizing unit 
on one of the first display device and the second display device (Fig. 2, Reference 
Numbers 208, 210, 212 and 216 and Pgs. 9 and 10, H's 102 and 103). 

As to Claim 3 . Gillespie teaches wherein the handwritten character recognizing 
unit obtains candidate characters based on the trajectory of the coordinates input by the 
second input device (Fig. 14, Reference Number 1404); and the controller displays the 
candidate characters obtained by the handwritten character recognizing unit on the 
second display device (Fig. 14, Reference Number 1404 and Pgs. 9 and 10, fl's 1 02 
and 103). 

As to Claim 4 , Gillespie teaches the controller displays a character selection 
window in which the candidate characters are arranged in character units in a 
selectable manner on the second display device (Fig. 14, Reference Number 1404 
and Pgs. 9 and 10, U's 102 and 103). 

As to Claim 5 . Gillespie teaches the handwritten character recognizing unit which 
recognizes character information based on the coordinates input by the second input 
device for a character which can not be input by the first input device (Pgs. 9, H 102). 

As to Claim 6 , Gillespie teaches the handwritten character recognizing unit 
recognizing character information based on the coordinates input by the second input 
device for a character above a certain level which requires a candidate selection 
operation (Pgs. 9 and 10, fl's 102 and 103) 

As to Claim 7 . Gillespie teaches the handwritten character recognizing unit 
recognizing character information based on the coordinates input by the second input 
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device for a predetermined character or character type (Pgs. 9 and 10, fl's 102 and 
103). 

As to Claim 8 . Gillespie teaches that one of the candidate characters is selected 
from the character selection window displayed on the second display device in a state 
where an input prompt of an input document is displayed on the first display device, the 
controller displays, as a determined character, the selected candidate character in a 
character input position which is indicated by the input prompt of the input document 
displayed on the first display device (Pgs. 9 and 10, fl's 102 and 103). 

As to Claim 9 , Gillespie teaches the second input device and the second display 
device are formed by a pointing device having a touch screen which is integrally 
provided with a tablet and a display panel (Fig. 2, Reference Numbers 200, 202, 204 
and 206). 

As to Claim 10 , Gillespie teaches the controller switching between a pointing 
operation mode and a handwritten character recognition mode in accordance with a 
touch operation signal of the pointing device (Pgs. 5 and 6, fl's 60-71). 

As to Claim 11 , Gillespie teaches the controller selecting one of the candidate 
characters and determining the character to be input, in accordance with the touch 
operation signal of the pointing device (Pgs. 9 and 10, U's 102 and 103). 

As to Claim 12 , Gillespie teaches the pointing device comprising an operation 
button (Figs. 6A and 6B and Pgs. 5 and 6, fl's 60-71), and the controller switches 
between the pointing operation mode and the handwritten character recognition mode in 
accordance with an operation signal of the operation button (Pgs. 5 and 6, U's 60-71). 
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As to Claim 13 , Gillespie teaches the controller selecting one of the candidate 
characters and determining the character to be input, in accordance with the operation 
signal of the operation button (Pgs. 5 and 6, H's 60-71 and Pgs. 9 and 10, H's 102 and 
103). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gillespie. 

As to Claim 14 , Gillespie teaches a method of inputting a character for a system 
comprising a main display device which displays a main operation screen (Fig. 1, 
Reference Number 102), a sub display device capable of touch operation (Fig. 1, 
Reference Number 106, Fig. 2, Reference Number 200 and Fig. 14, Reference 
Number 1400), and a keyboard which inputs a character by use of the main display 
device (Fig. 1, Reference Number 104; note that it is inherent for notebook 
computers to display character information on a display screen through use of a 
keyboard), the method comprising: providing a handwritten character recognizing unit 
in the sub display device (Fig. 14 and Pgs. 9 and 10, fl's 102 and 103)\ and displaying 
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on the sub display device candidate characters recognized by the handwritten character 
recognizing unit in accordance with an input operation trajectory by the sub display 
device (Fig. 14, Reference Number 1400, 1408 and 1404). 

Although Gillespie teaches the main display device displaying document 
information (Pg. 7, U 80 and Pg. 9, 99), he fails to teach the document information 
input by an operation of the keyboard. Examiner takes Official Notice that inputting 
document information through the use of a keyboard is well known in the art. At the 
time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to input document information through the use of a keyboard in the system 
taught by Gillespie so that users may input information through a means which is 
extremely well known and comfortable. 

As to Claim 15 , Gillespie teaches displaying each of the candidate characters 
recognized by the handwritten character recognizing unit on the sub display device in a 
selectable manner by a touch operation (Fig. 14, Reference Number 1404). 

As to Claim 16 , Gillespie teaches determining the candidate character selected 
by the touch operation as the input character; and inputting the determined character in 
a character input position of a document which is input by a keyboard operation and 
displayed on the main display device (Pgs. 9 and 10, U's 102 and 103). 

As to Claim 17 , Gillespie teaches providing operation buttons in the sub display 
device (See Fig. 6B); and switching between a pointing operation mode and a 
handwritten character recognition mode by operating the operation button (Pgs. 5 and 
6, U's 60-71J. 
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As to Claim 18 , Gillespie teaches displaying character input buttons selectable 
by the touch operation on the sub display device, which are intended for predetermined 
certain characters or character types (Fig. 14, Reference Numbers 1404 and 1406). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Examiner cites the following reference as pertinent to the 
disclosure due to its relevance over claims 1 , 2 and 14. 

Ishigami U.S. Patent 6,944,472 



inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney Amadiz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7762. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-3638. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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